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Fig.16.2. The cooling rate per unit volume A(T) of an astrophysical plasma of
number density 1 nucleus cm ™ by radiation for different cosmic abundances of the
heavy elements ranging from zero metals to the present abundance of the heavy
elements as a function of temperature T' (Silk and Wyse 1993, after Sutherland
and Dopita 1993). In the zero metal case, the two maxima of the cooling curve are
associated with the recombination of hydrogen ions and doubly ionised helium (see
also Sect. 19.5 and Fig. 19.3).
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